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| HOUSES & GAR

Our choice of irresistible spaces, inside and out
This month, we visit a Victarian home filled with beautiful objects from ateund the alobe.a mi
penthouse that meets its owner's brief for comfort and sophistication, : and a sustainable
self-build. It is all about location, location. location for one family. who locked at mare than 100 M
befora buying on their favourite street, while a determined couple take on the greatest challenge ¢
lives, restoring a 13th-century abbey. Also enjoy charming gardens in Yorkshire and Cornwall .‘7,‘-

i

MAY 2014 | GG L0 -
A




SITTING ROOM

The two Gio Pontichairs
uphalsterved in pink linen
strike acrisp note against
white walls. “I love pink,
purple andred and have

to refrain from overusing
them,” Nicolo says. Other
mid-century modern pieces
include the 19705 gold-tapped
coffee table, which has a bar
concealed inits base.

SON 2 sofas, around £2,750 each
plus fabric, SON Milane, 0039 024
anoicom Sofas in

351 3165, 5

B-Q!qhn'l inlL - chairs in E'.'?ighe:z
in Fuchsia both finen, £205m,
CEC Milanc. 0207751 4554,
cec-milano corm. Doynton stools,

£1.436 each p mof plain fabric,
Ben Whistler, 020 8576 6600,
benwhistlercom. Clouds Summer
rug, fror dsepm Luke inin;
020 7730 6070, lukeinsincom
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Early in our conversation, as he shows me round

DINING AREA .
Jewel-bright upholstery and his London home; Nicolo Castellini Baldissera
a colourful rug forge strong says, "I pride myself on not having a specific
D‘- . visual links with the sitting style, The look I create varies according to my
room (this page), while the low surroundings.” The Italian interior designer,
wall between the dining area who builds, restores and dresses grand houses
"‘_"dkiw"“-’“ allows m“m"_ all overthe world, has residencesin Paris; Tangier
gﬁ;::ﬂ%olj the space. The and London, and each one is decorated differently.
i ”ff"”" the For his Victorian home, he has chosen a
19608 and the chairs were L o “rE
ade in Ttaly in the 10505 wonderfully considered mix that perfectly
B sl mid-cantury din'm; fitelits metropolitan context. “T always have
' 1]

great respect for the country I dm in.” he says.
Such sensitivities are not surprising, given Nicolo's heritagerhelis from
4 prominent Milanese family and his father, Piero Castellini Baldissera,
isa well-known architect and designer who co-founded the family textile
house, G&C Milano. “I certainlyinherited my creative drive from my father,”

says Nicold, “Growing up wit i was extremely illuminating as he was

furniture. try Osi Modem, 07881
“N@STI08, asimoderncom Sculpture
Antany Gormisy. antonygarmley.
com, Rug, Federica Tondato at
Fedora Design. 001212 431 3436,
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constantly rearranging our home environment. We also travelled widely and
I wasvery receptive toall the ideas that came my way. T haven't lived in Italy fop
twenty-five years, but it remains a huge influence” .

So much so that, two years ago, when he bought this maisonette set across
the top three floors of a house in north Kensington, he might have been
tempted to redecorate its run-down interior in sumptuocus Italianate style,
with luxurious furnishings, rich colours and opulently layered textiles, art and - STAIRCASE
antiques, Instead, he opted for a contrasting etfect with a framework of white . The gallezy-like feel of the
walls and curtainless windows. Friend and interior designer Andrea Bizzarro, . m ) mﬁﬂgﬂoornmkes
who project-managed the refurbishment, helped to make the space feel mare
contemporary by stripping back and painting a metal staireass and removing
the skirting boards for cleaner lines.

“Iwas struck by theloftiness of theopen- nlanaittummdmiug

kitchen, which nmke up the property’s mlddleﬂwr mm
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The console table, made by a

- friend, offers an opportunity

cﬁgg{ay achdracteristically
intrigu mg'wf pbjecrs
Artwork, Anish Kapoor, ——r ..
anishkapoorcom, Faux coral,
Horneman Antiques, 020 7229 2898,
raymondhomeman.com. Taxidermy,
Ermma Hawkins, 020 7518 0680,
emmahawkinsdemon.couk.




HE&G | Victorian maisonette

MAIN BEDROOM
Confident use of colowr and
shape define this scheme,
featuring Nicold's oumn-design
headboard, an ochre rug

that was specially woven in
Moroceo and a fubric panel
(right), whichwas found by
interior designer Andrea
Bizzarro in Istanbul
Headboard. MNicols Castellir
Baldssora haldisseram

| Walls in Stifflay Blue

f :-F.\bricpnnt-l Wiidroa

would beinteresting to experiment with a new way oflivi ng* The¥esilting
sense of space inspired Nicoldto consider this floor rather like a gallery, taking
advantage of the uninterrupted natural light. “I degided to keep furpishings
quite sparse andsimple, with a few touches of colout. Itrepresents an altogether
i rapproach to decorating.”

The bedrooms; however, buzz with eelour: petrol blue and ochre in the
main badroom onthe lowest level, and burnt orange against deep grey walls in
the guest room intheatt déephues in the bedrooms, with whitein hebween,
make for a beautifully cocooned feel " Nicolosays.

Aldifetime of travelling has provided Nicolo with anarray of fac
abjects with which to dress therooms, from taxidermy and African c
moderninstallations and pop art. “T've accumulated a huge number of p
sionsand tend to move them between my properti the mood t.
he says. “I never travel light and often carry unu hand luggage. | brought

¢ red dog sculpture, by Belgian artist William Sweetlove, from Paris on the

ar, muchto the amazement of the French customs officers.”

Nicole admits to being something of a hoarder, “I never throw sway
anything that might be of use in the future,” he says. "Thave awhole seom in my




combinations nfaalnurs. mmxandwas areﬁnerm
All of this exudes a sense of energy so, despite Nicold's pr
a signature style, thisinterior is as hold and fas
before. “Thiz is not & formulaic London hous : an
in London when I'm here. As wilh&umprejmmmhﬂm | §
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GUEST BEDROOM
Aselsewhere, blocks of colour
energise this bedroomin the
attic. Nicolo designed the
headboards using anoutline
inspired by Morocean motifs,
Headboard in Maremma in Yelow/
Orange. linen, EN2rn; bedcover in
Suvretta in nght Grey. cashmere,
£5a3m; chair in Venezia In
Bordeaux/Gold Striped, sk, £196m;
all CaC Milano. 0207751 4554,
cec-mitana com. Claremont

jute flatweave carpet in Grey,
£168:565qm, Tim Page Carpets,
020 7259 7282, timpagecarpeiscom
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